For a village that is spirited,
productive, and rank€d as No.1
“Want to live®village'in Japan”!
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Introduction Masao Kitamura, Mayor of Aoki-mura

It has been 60 years since Aoki-mura was redistricted as a result of the
Great Merger of the Showa Era. Thanks to many years of efforts in
developing the village by the people of Aoki-mura, our village was
selected as Number 1 for “2016 Want to live local town/village ranking”,
organized by a major publishing company.

In the new 5-year plan (2017-2021), we proposed the following four
agendas; “Making the Road Station Aoki to be a highly functional hub”,
“Business related to a new Aokitoge Tunnel development on National
Route 143", “2-class per grade for Aoki Kids elementary and middle
schools”, and “Extension of healthy life expectancy” as key projects for
promotion. Currently we are tackling them to move ahead proactively.

It is also a responsibility for us who live in the present, to preserve and
inherit valuable assets, such as the blessed natural environment, the
traditional culture, a spirit of independence and mutual support, typically
represented in Gimin (self-sacrificing individual) in the Edo period all
that have been fostered in the course of long history.

It will be a great pleasure for me if this directory helps you to learn about

[58% RO DZEBA=EREILL. SARN the viI]age and overview the development of the village, and think about
EEHMLTVET, the bright future of Aoki-mura.

LESEARO=1L &, FBEE, L) = | would like to take advantage of this opportunity to thank you for your
ETBEINEOMEBUOEEDHL(C. BET D continuing understanding and cooperation for the administrative
EANDZRZERIEUCET,

activities of Aoki-mura.






NATURE/SIGHTSEEING/FOUR SEASONS
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N - FAROBEKIZH A R )& 5 The natural landscape of Shinshu Aoki-mura is an indelible scene of

8 T Ve ‘ everyone’s childhood found in Japan
e -2Ze-Hfehl, EIPBEPLEIZRESES, HAE) Aoki-mura is located in the mountainous region surrounded by rich
S RIBIAT e nature. The sceneries of mountains, rivers, sky, wild grass and
IR C T FARE D 5 OS2 L R E L LT, flowers give a sense of nostalgia to the people who live and visit. As
ANZ AR B L2525 HRD 7 SAHFANITED T35 a countryside village within a casual visiting distance from the Tokyo

. metropolitan area, Aoki-mura can offer rich nature experiences to
‘. comfort everyone who visit here.
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Gather together and connect to Mother Nature for
exciting experiences

While the rich natural environment of Aoki-mura plays a positive
role in a variety of areas, such as agriculture, tourism, education,
and living environment by offering useful resources and space for
the residents’ activities, we are moving forward to protect its
original state as a local asset and inherit to the next generation.
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NATURE/SIGHTSEEING/FOUR SEASONS
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Discover joy in making, nurturing, and bearing fruit

Based on the perspective that agriculture and forestry are the key
industries of Aoki-mura, we go ahead to shift them to the sixth
industry in order to secure and foster breadwinners in the next
generation. While doing that, we take advantage of our unique
agriculture and forestry products, such as original brand soba
“Tachiakane”, Aoki-mura-produced wine, matsutake and other
mushrooms and wild vegetables. In addition, while making the
best of the local resources, we promote broad-based and
diversified collaboration in an attempt to create new employment
by generating new industries, supporting the existing companies
and attracting new enterprises.

AGRICULTURE/INDUSTRY
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Making a community where people of all ages can live with
peace of mind

To make the “No.1 Want to live” village in Japan more attractive, we strengthen
the community healthcare system to make sure the people have peace of mind
in case of emergency. We also spread daily health management and mainte-
nance campaign in an attempt to extend healthy life expectancy and improve
the community dynamism.
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WELLBEING/NURSING/MEDICAL TREATMENT
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Collaboration between public welfare, nursing care and
medical services

ATBUZ X BB JE K i KT R DAL DT A ROLDVED AR Not only engaging in the disaster prevention, reduction, and scale-down
ﬁa%k’iﬁm&)‘i{hiﬁﬁ?jf){ﬁi})@ﬁﬁ%.é&&%  SER OB programs by the municipal government, but we make an effort to

increase disaster prevention awareness of individual resident and

S ORHI AL A HEE L BiJL R R B R e cd e AN A& enhance the local disaster prevention campaign. We also strengthen

~ P cooperative system between autonomous bodies in case of disaster and
RO E R OEHERLET emphasize on anti-crime and traffic safety policy in order to secure
safety and security in our everyday life.




WELLBEING/NURSING/MEDICAL TREATMENT

CDELVNZARALT TS

Work together as a group to protect this beautiful village
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Improve schools to provide greater opportunities for the Aoki kids who are bearer of our future

We further enhance the advantages of consistency in our children’s
education in day care, elementary and junior high schools. By
making the best use of rich natural environment, history and culture
of our region, we foster the Aoki kids, who are bearer of our future, in
collaboration with the families and the local community, providing
them a sense of pride to be born and raised in this village.




EDUCATION
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Joy and pleasure of having learning experiences 4 h ﬂ

We improve school education and social education as well as F—ZARSUT TUZX A FUREDISE
promote lifelong learning. Through activities to develop physical and
mental wellness, such as art, culture, and sports as well as
international exchanges, Aoki-mura, as home to Gimin, promotes
human resources development and character-building to inherit the
high spirit of our ancestors.
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HISTORY

We have come a long way from olden days
We inherit the heritage our ancestors have left behind for us
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We try to maintain integrity and inherit the universal
values of history and culture of Aoki-mura, by
sharing them among the people and through
research and study of tangible/intangible cultural
properties. We also spread various historical and
cultural activities to cultivate the people in the
village, which may lead to a development of
cultural performance and new cultural creation.
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— LIFE ENVIRONMENT
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Tackling new agenda for even better and more convenient life in future
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The bus is the main public transportation to access to Aoki-mura.
For access to Ueda city, use Chikuma Bus Aoki Line.

For public transportation in the village, the village-operated
bus “Furusato-go” may be used.
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Aoki-mura High-speed Information and
Communications Center

Using the optical fiber cable laid throughout the village,
the optical broadband services, communication services,
and broadcast services are provided.

AR . sams
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ADMINISTRATION
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Assuming well-being of the people in Aoki-mura we do
our best for their happiness

While the needs of the residents are increasingly diversified, we
move forward to develop the village with dynamism, aiming for a
community where each resident can realize his/her fulfilled life
and have a sense of pride. We also carry out planned administra-
tive/financial management from a long-term perspective in order
to respond to administrative needs that are becoming more
diversified and complex.
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